Running head: PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES	1

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES		4









Primary and Secondary Sources
Student’s Name
Academic Institution
Date





Primary and Secondary Sources
	When conducting research, it is essential to differentiate the type of source material used to provide information and evidence. The distinction shows the degree to which the researcher has used information from the actual event. It also informs the audience whether the research is first hand or an expression of opinions and experiences. The sources are classified into primary and secondary sources. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Primary sources are described as contemporary or first-hand accounts of the research topic (Schuurman,2019). It involves subjects that were directly connected to the event. Primary sources provide first-hand information and evidence. Primary sources include books, scholarly research articles, diaries, speeches, journals, interviews, letters, photographs, and magazines or newspaper articles written soon after the event. Primary sources enable researchers to be as close as possible to the event or topic under research. A type of research that uses primary sources includes qualitative research. Secondary sources, on the other hand, provide second-hand information. They discuss the details or information presented in another source as the research did not participate in the event or topic being researched. Secondary sources are often meant for a broad audience and entail significant principles and theories, definitions of specific discipline terms, summaries of events, and studies about the topic being researched (Russell, 2017). Examples of secondary sources include reference academic books, journal articles, commentaries, almanacs, magazine articles, encyclopedias, textbooks, and reviews. An example of research that uses secondary sources is descriptive research. 
	Whether a source material is categorized as a primary or secondary source usually depends on the research topic and its use. Primary sources of information and evidence are more credible; however, good research relies on both the primary and secondary sources.When using any source or combination of resources in research, it is important to evaluate the quality of the sources. 
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